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On the Cover: Leaving the limb she had been resting
on high in an eastern hemlock, a sow black bear
descends in response to subtle calls from her two cubs
which were further up the slope. MassWildlife
photorapher Bill Byrne captured this image on Fuji
Superior 400 print flim using a tripod and a 300mm
Nikon lens.

OBSERVING BALD EAGLES ON THE
LOWER MERRIMACK RIVER 4

— Steve Haydock
As their population has increased, eagles have begun
to gather on the river in winter to take advantage of
open water and plentiful opportunities for thievery …

BIRDBANDING & LYME DISEASE RESEARCH AT THE
AUBURN SPORTSMAN’S CLUB       12

— Jessica Blazis
Dedicated birdbanders and a local sportsman's club
join forces for the benefit of science, the community,
and the future of neotropical migrants …

SAVING OUR HEMLOCK FORESTS   24
— Christine Dugan

A tiny insect, the exotic Hemlock Wooly Adelgid, is
doing to the eastern hemlock what the chestnut blight
did to the American chestnut …

WHO WILL MISS HEMLOCKS? 31
— Francis E. “Jack” Putz

Should we do nothing and hope for the best, or mount
an expensive and determined defense of at least a few
representative hemlock stands? You decide …
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